
Proc. 29th VAM Congress, 6-8 Oct 2017, Shah Alam, Selangor, Malaysia  

54 

 

IMPORTED MEAT AND MEAT PRODUCTS: ARE THEY SAFE? 

 

*Ketty G. S. L., Mohammad Razli A. R. and Marzuki Z.  

 

Diagnostic and Quality Assurance Division, Department of Veterinary Services, 

Ministry of Agriculture & Agro-Based Industry Malaysia, Wisma Tani, Block Podium, 

Lot 4G1, Precint 4, Federal Government Administrative Center, 62624 Putrajaya, Malaysia. 

 

*Corresponding author: ketty@dvs.gov.my 

 

 

Issues on the safety and quality of imported meat and meat products have always been a concern 

worldwide especially for importing countries. In Malaysia, a significant increase in importation trends 

in cattle for slaughter which has subsequently increased cost, insurance and freight (CIF) value of import 

from RM44.35 million in year 2011 to RM211.393 million in year 2015. The Malaysian government 

has a responsibility in ensuring that the meat and meat products of animal origin are hygienic, healthy, 

and wholesome as well as suitable for human consumption. Inspection of the disease status of the 

importing country as well as sanitary and phytosanitary aspect of meat and meat products at processing 

plants is overseen by the Veterinary Inspection Section, Department of Veterinary Malaysia with the 

help of Malaysian Department of Islamic Development (Jabatan Kemajuan Islam Malaysia), JAKIM on 

Halal aspect. Mandatory inspection of the importing country is a requirement. Application methods to 

import meat and meat products is as stated in APTVM 17(c): 1/2011 and the inspection of the abattoir 

and processing plants is as stated in the APTVM 23 (h): 1/2014. Therefore, meat inspection is an 

important requirement to ensure that consumers receive safe, wholesome and halal food. 

 

  


